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The American Mainstream Attitude and Its Impact

on Italian Immigrants’ Assimilation (1870~1924)

Wu Bin

Abstract: The attitude of American mainstream society directly impacted on the process of immigrants’ assimilation.
From the year1870 to 1924, the situation of Italian immigrants assimilation experienced twists and turns, both closely
associated with the rapid flow of American mainstream attitudes,and American social transformation. Immigrants’
assimilation needs not only the immigrants actively integrate with mainstream society, but also depends on its tolerance
and acceptance. Since industrialization, American mainstream society accustomed to blame immigrants caused social
problems,conceded them “the unassimilable”, thereby reversing the logic of immigrants assimilation process. Thus,
finger out the inner link between Italian immigrants assimilation and American mainstream attitudes,not only can help
us to understand the fundamental characteristics of assimilation, but also a dimensions to understand the changing of
American society.

Keywords: the U. S, ;mainstream attitude;Italian immigrants;assimilation;cultural identity

©) « M. :( s 71,70,



