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Abstract  After the second world war, the arrival of a large number of
non- English- peaking mmigrants posed a serious threat © the pursuit of an all- white
Australian ciety which was founded upon British systens and values A s a result, the
goverrments of A ustralia adopted assimilation and multicultural policies successively. The
article holds that both assmilation and multicultural policies are different means for
Australia to conciliate contradictions between ethnic groups cultural tradition and
econamic development, international exchanges and national identities The policy
transition from assimilation to multiculture tumns out © be an important step in the
development of contemporary A ustralian ociety.
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