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Multilingual Competence Among Southeast Asian Ethnic Chinese: Status, Causes, and Tiers

Yao Min, Wei Jiubao (Beijing Chinese Language and Culture College/The State Language Commission, Beijing, 102206, China)

Abstract: This study employs survey questionnaires and in-depth interviews to investigate the multilingual competence and
language practices of 292 Chinese individuals and new immigrants from Malaysia, Indonesia, and Thailand in Southeast Asia.
The findings reveal that Southeast Asian Chinese generally possess multilingual abilities with Chinese and English being their
strongest languages. These two languages are most frequently used in professional settings and are considered the first-tier lan-
guages. The second-tier languages primarily consist of local mainstream languages, while the third-tier ones include Chinese dia-
lects, with Cantonese, Hokkien, and Hakka being the most commonly used. The study underscores the importance of multilingual
competence for individuals, communities, and nations. It calls for the recognition, preservation, and active protection of multilin-
gual resources, as well as their rational development and scientific utilization to enhance the value of language resources more ef-
fectively.

Keywords: Southeast Asian Chinese; multilingual competence; language fields; language resources

O T Y 20194 10 A 15 A1 FIE F P30 5 A Skt iz ERRE O Gl i Skt Fll) .



