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Calamity-driven Migrations in Henan and Social
Assistance from 1920 to 1937
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2. Institute of Chinese Historical Geography, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Subject to the frequent strikes of droughts and floods, of wars and banditries from 1920 to
1937, Henan province experienced a severe continuous outflow of population. The calamity—driven
migrations were the most important types of migrations during this period, which reflected the
particularity of Henan migration problems. Organized migration was the most successful way of social
assistance and relief groups played a pivotal role in the migration process. The opening of the new railway
line made interprovincial and longrange migrations easier, which greatly facilitated the delivery of
migrations. Since then, migrations could reach far-—reaching areas. Social assistance achieved partial
success in Henan province, but it was far from being able to meet the real needs.
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