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A Study on the Characteristics and Influencing Factors of the Multilingual

Landscape in Chinese Speech Communities in the United States
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(International College for Chinese Studies, Nanjing Normal University, Jiangsu, Nanjing, 210097)

Abstract : Linguistic landscapes can accurately reflect language practices, power relations among languages,
and language policies. Utilizing a three-dimensional analytical model of linguistic landscape, this study analyzes
data and texts from shop signs in three major Chinese communities in New York City, USA. Findings reveal that,
in the physical dimension, these communities are multilingual, with bilingual Chinese-English signage being the
dominant pattern, and Chinese enjoying greater prominence than English. Differences in monolingual signage and
the use of simplified versus traditional Chinese characters across the three communities indicate internal diversity
among Chinese populations. In the experiential dimension, the high visibility and strong prominence of Chinese
contribute to reinforcing Chinese identity and promoting the transmission of the Chinese language and culture
abroad. In the cultural dimension, under the guidance of multicultural policies, the U.S. government implements
multi-level language management, while Chinese Americans engage in multilingual practices shaped by their di-
verse identity affiliations.
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