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Abstract: This paper expounds the key concepts and main features of the Global Compact for Migration
(GCFM) and discusses its important implications for China. Approved by the United Nations General
Assembly in December 2018, the GCFM is the first global agreement of the UN on common guidelines
for all aspects of international migration. Based on international legal obligations and centering around
people, the GCFM addresses the fact that international migration is a decisive feature of a globalized world,
which benefits all through people’s orderly movement and international cooperation. The GCFM may be
significant to China in the following domains: developing China’s international migration, enhancing its
mechanism for regulating international migrants, balancing China’s national security and protection of

migrants with human rights.
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