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An Analysis of the Characteristics of the Overseas Chinese

Associations in the Early 21st Century

ZHUANG Guo-tu

( Center for Southeast Asian Studies Research School for Southeast Asian Studies

Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: In the early 21st century the overseas Chinese associations not only have a rapid growth in number and con—
cerning the prominent economic function but also maintain a closer relationship with China. In the last 40 years a large num—
ber of new Chinese emigrants went abroad and they were most passionate in building various commerce chambers and fellow
townsmen associations as mutual aid platforms and bridges to keep their relations with China. Although the trend of uniting a—
mong Chinese associations has taken a formative shape it still needs to be integrated more quickly in order to effectively safe—
guard the common rights and interests of the overseas Chinese.
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