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Fragmented Discourses: Archaeological Exploration and Excavation of

Astronomical Knowledge in the Pre-Qin Era JING Changhai

Pre-Qin astronomical knowledge can be divided into folk astronomical knowledge oriented towards sacredness and
time indication, and official knowledge oriented towards science and politics. During the Qin and the Han periods, the
promotion and implementation of accurate astronomical calendars and the twenty-four solar terms led to a decline in the
practical use of Pre-Qin folk astronomical knowledge, which gradually became fragmented and lost. Many records of
such knowledge in Pre-Qin literature were buried in “literature” due to misinterpretations by later scholars. The upper
ninth line of the hexagram “Kui” in the I Ching can be interpreted through astronomical knowledge. Tt actually depicts a
star map from the mid-spring season, featuring the constellation of the pig (£%<), the ghost chariot (% %), and the arc
star (0 2 ), which are closely connected to the timing and rhythms of the wedding ceremonies at that time.
Understanding the temporal and spatial order of the lives of the Pre-Qin people is fundamental to the study of Pre-Qin
history, literature, and philosophy, and this order is inseparable from the astronomical knowledge of the people.
Recovering the astronomical records scattered in the Pre-Qin texts and exploring and revealing the Pre-Qin astronomical
knowledge system is an important and foundational task for Pre-Qin humanities research.
Key words: astronomical knowledge; archaeology of knowledge; I Ching; astrology, social rhythm

Faith, Conception and Memory: The Triple Dimensions of the Bird Images in the
Han Tomb of Jiyang Sanguan Temple LV Wenming, LI Hongsen
As a common genre, bird imagery frequently appears in various artifacts and tomb paintings. In the Han tomb
paintings in Jiyang Sanguan Temple, Shandong Province, a large number of bird images with diverse forms have been
discovered. The distribution of these bird images in different spaces of the tomb chamber reveals functions and symbols of
various layers. By integrating the overall spatial layout and image narrative, the connection between bird imagery and the
ideological world of the Han Dynasty society can be explored from multiple dimensions, such as beliefs about life and
death, concepts of tomb construction, and social memory.
Key words: bird images; narratives; belief; junshe (345 ); memory

Research on the Sources of Character Schemas in the Miao Illustrations of the

Qing Dynasty: On the Limit Problem of "Proving Customs with Images" MENG Jinxian

The "Barbarians" and "Agriculture and Sericulture" sections in the Ming Dynasty's daily-used encyclopedias are one of
the sources of the character illustrations in the Miao and Liao drawings recorded in the Guizhou General Gazetteer compiled
by Cao Shengji, as well as the Miao and Liao drawings and Miao drawing manuscripts in Guizhou General Gazetteer
compiled by Wei Jiqi. The Miao and Liao drawings, the Red Miao Returning to the Mainstream Map , the Qing Dynasty
Tribute Map, the Miao drawing manuscripts all have a borrowing relationship with the systematic Farming and Weaving
Pictures, as well as the illustrations in the Ming Dynasty's daily-used encyclopedias, which reflect the drawing methods of
ancient Chinese ethnic maps and the underlying representation concepts. The study of the sources of the character
illustrations in the Miao drawings demonstrates the effectiveness of formal analysis and reveals the non-documentary nature
of folk images, which has reference value for the study of folkloric image materials in folklore studies. Image folklore
studies should pay attention to the ontology of images, and break through the limitations of using images to study folklore
through solving issues inherent in images themselves, and thus promote the study of folk images to a new stage.
Key words: Miao drawings; pictorial borrowing; representation concept; proving customs with images

Why Zaoqiang: On the Ming Dynasty Military Garrisons, Shandong Clan Construction

and Zaoqiang Migration Legends ZHAO Shiyu

The “Zaogiang migration legend,” which claims the ancestral migrated from Zaoqiang, is a popular migration legend
in various places in Shandong Province. Previous studies have offered diverse explanations for the migration history
behind this legend. According to extant historical materials, migration from Zaogiang to Shandong occurred
intermittently from the Jin-Yuan period through the Yuan-Ming transition to the middle and later periods of the Ming
Dynasty, especially in connection with Ming Dynasty military garrisons (weisuo) , the military rotation system for
defense, and the capital operation system, as well as social unrest in the Zaogiang area in the middle of the Ming
Dynasty. The widespread presence of this legend in tomb inscriptions, stele records, and even genealogies is largely due
to the construction of Shandong clans since the middle of the Ming Dynasty. That the time of migration from Zaoqiang is
generally set in 1369 or 1404 in the Qing Dynasty documents and oral traditions, is using the important events of the early
Ming northern expedition and the “Rebellion of Jingnan” as a backdrop to provide a unified ancestral origin marker for
clan construction and enhance identification.
Key words: Zaogiang migration legend ; Ming military garrisons; Shandong clan construction
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