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Abstract: This paper reveals the debates on immigration policy—making within successive Japanese
cabinets in the 21" century and analyzes the status quo, affecting factors, and future tendency of Japan’s
strategies towards foreigners with regard to opening up labour market, developing tourism, and attracting
talents. It also explains why Japan is reluctant to remove restrictions on immigration, for it worries about
repeating the troubles caused by immigrants that European countries have suffered from. Given that
Japan’s policy towards foreigners is incomplete, the Chinese in Japan have adopted a strategy of survival,
in which they choose to adapt to the local society, but not become assimilated. The author argues that their
strategy of heterogeneous coexistence with Japanese matches the needs of a new generation of transnational

Chinese who frequently travel between two different physical and spiritual spaces. Japan also henefits from
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this Chinese strategy during its construction of a cohesive society, in which non-assimilated foreigners can

be stimulated to contribute to their host country.
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