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Research on the Returning and Re-adaptation of Non-elite Groups

Take the Returned Emigrants of Fuqing, Fujian Province for Instance
CHEN Youhua HONG Xiaoyu

(School of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Taking 12 non-elite emigrants from Fuqing as the research object, the
author conducts an in-depth qualitative research on their reasons for returning and
their re-adaptation. The study found that compared with the elite emigrant groups,
non-elite emigrant groups will face more challenges in the process of return or
readjustment because of its low comprehensive quality and less capital; Their return is
not only affected by the dual forces of the immigrant country and the home country,
but also played an important role in the subjective initiative of individual emigrants.
In the process of re-adaptation, although there is some maladjustment, the returnees
do not show negative or pessimistic attitudes, but just regard it as a normal
phenomenon. Through psychological adjustment and family support, localization and
relearning of social behavior, transnational conversion and link of resources, these

strategies can help them better acclimate to their home countries.

Key words: non-elite emigrants; returning; re-adaptation
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