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The Historical Trace of Illegal Immigration across U. S — Mexico Borders

DU Juan
( Institute of World History Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract: The border disputes between U. S. and Mexico is the historical origin of illegal immigrants issues during the post —
independence era. The Immigration Act of 1924 established the quota system based on immigrants nationality. This Act put an
end to a period where the United States essentially had open borders. After that, four waves of Mexican illegal immigrants flooded
across the borders. In order to solve this problem, U.S. governments took so many measures with two basic approaches — segre—
gation and deportation. However, these measures didnt work effectively, mainly because of the huge economic gap and strong
complementarities between the two countries, uncertainty of US immigration policies, deficiencies of US immigration laws and
systems and employers” practical needs. Therefore, preventing driving forces of illegal immigration at source is more important
than segregation and deportation.

Key words: the United States; Mexico; illegal immigrants; border disputes; governance
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