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RERE: FHL
A Study on Economic Activities and Spatial Value of Chinese Dialect Community
in Sarawak during the Brooke Period
LU Zheng
(School of Literature, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract; During the Brooke Period, a large number of Chinese immigrants moved to Sarawak. They identified
themselves through dialects and participated in the economic development of Sarawak, forming a spatial landscape
that Chinese dialects and Sarawak’s economic sectors resonated with each other. With the expansion of the Brooke
regime’s territory, Chinese shops, emerging continuously in the form of bazaars, became a distinctive cultural land-
scape of the Chinese community in the daily life of Sarawak society. The economic industries and shops distinguish-
ed by dialects constituted a unique agglomeration pattern of Chinese economy in the Brooke era, which shaped the
unique regional and cultural values of overseas Chinese immigrants in the dimensions of geographical space, politi-
cal space and daily life space.

Keywords: Brock Period; Sarawak; Chinese dialect community; economic development; spatial value



