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Political Participation of the Overseas Chinese in the European and
American Countries” in 21st Century: Current Situation Characteristics and Prospects

SONG Quan-cheng
( School of Philosophy and Social Development Shandong University Jinan 250100 Shandong)

Abstract: The upsurge of overseas Chinese political participation in the European and American countries in this cen—
tury has great interrelation with Chinese immigrants structural transformation and with China’s rapid rise in the international
political and economic status. In US the Chinese have achieved a good result in running for Members of Parliament the
state government office state legislators and city councilors. In UK Chinese have had the best achievements in political
participation since they immigrated for 100 years. The distinctive features can be listed as follows. Firstly political partici—
pation has a positive correlation with the scale of the overseas Chinese immigrants. Secondly political participation of over—
seas Chinese is closely associated with the fundamental change of their culture structure. Thirdly political participation
professional change and economic status promotion are inseparable . Fourthly the levels of overseas Chinese who have
mastered the election procedures have a significant difference in traditional migration countries and non-traditional modern
immigration countries. Fifthly the Chinese political organizations are moving towards a democratic electoral political arena.
The prospects are as follows: the awareness and enthusiasm of political participation in overseas Chinese will inevitably be
rising Parties of overseas Chinese have already emerged more and more Chinese politicians will be active in the western
countries.
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