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Kathryn Cronin, Colonial Casualties: Chinese in Early Victoria, Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1982, p. 128.
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A Study of Australian Chinese and Its Turn to History of
Social Life Approach in the 19th Century

WANG Min

Abstract: The goldrush in Australia, started in 1850s, had attracted large amount of Chinese men to Australia, which fur—

ther exacerbated gender imbalance. Therefore “Chinese issue” had widely been discussed in Australian colony. The traditional

study of Australian Chinese in 19th century was based on white racism characterized with one—dimensionality, stereotype and

West centralism. Since 1990s, with the exploration of folk historical materials, more approaches, including local history, commu—

nity history, family history, female history and micro—history, have been involved in this area which could greatly inspire Chinese

scholars to deepen the research in this field.

Key words: Australian colony, Chinese issue, gender imbalance, goldrush, history of social life
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