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The Role of Diplomacy in Chmese Path to Modernization
Zhang Qingmin and Luo Lie - C9)
The People’s Republic of China (PRC) has trodden through a long
way in its path to modernization, from initial industrialization to
four modernizations and from Chinese-style four modernizations to
a Chinese path to modernization. During this process, China’s
diplomacy has centered on the task of modernization. In the first
30 years after the founding of the PRC, the goal of China’s
diplomacy was to safeguard sovereignty and territorial integrity so
as to defend and protect domestic modernization. However,
constrained by the external environment, China’s modernization
had to subordinate to its foreign policy strategy, prioritizing heavy
industries which were mainly laid-out in the Third Line regions.
After its reform and opening up, China put forward the concepts

of “four modernizations”

and “ Chinese-style modernizations,”
shifting the focus of the country’s domestic policy to economic
development and making it clear that the goal of China’s
diplomacy was to create a peaceful international environment for
domestic economic construction. For this purpose, China
normalized relations with the United States and pursued an omni-
directional foreign policy featuring non-alignment and independence.
China’s modernization through peaceful development offers a new
option for developing countries. In the new era of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, China is determined to advance the building of
a strong country and the great cause of national rejuvenation through
Chinese modernization, and “major-country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics” is to help achieve such goals.

America’s Illegal Immigration and Governance Challenges:

An Historical View

Illegal immigration has had strong political and social implications
in the United States since its inception,. Historically the U. S,
government has consistently adopted restrictive immigration
policies to deal with illegal immigration. However, these



approaches have not been successful due to a variety of reasons,
such as legal procedures, humanitarian considerations, political
games, and especially the intensifying conflict between the
Republican and Democratic Parties over this issue. With the
growing impact of illegal immigrants on U. S. politics, economy.,
society, culture and borders, the partisan struggles over this issue
have become increasingly fierce. In his second term of office,
President-elect Trump is expected to adopt a more severe and
restrictive immigration policy and take unprecedented efforts to
deal with illegal immigration. Because of the many and varied
issues involved, however, the dilemma of managing illegal
immigration in the United States will persist for a long time.

A Transdisciplinary Approach to Area Studies: Interdisciplinarity
and Integration of Cold War International History Research

and Southeast Asian Studies

Cold War International History Research and Southeast Asian
Studies belong to two different research fields, with different
academic paradigms that compete with each other. The two fields
build upon unique international history and area studies traditions
respectively, and the dialogue between the two exemplifies the
significant value of cross-disciplinary, integrated, and open
academic exchanges. The dialogue between Cold War
International History Research and Southeast Asian Studies has
produced a new research field of “Southeast Asian Cold War.” In
the context of Southeast Asian knowledge production, a symbiotic
relationship exists between the Cold War and academic research.
The Southeast Asian Cold War Studies focuses on the “dual logic”
of the internationalization and localization of the Cold War,
examining world-making processes during the Cold War era from
the peripheral perspective. It opens up new subfields in area
studies while the traditional “ Great Cold War” research is
declining.  Through interdisciplinary methods and multi-
perspective investigations, the combination of the two fields is
conducive to overcoming the isolation and limitations of research
programs in different historical subjects areas such as
international, diplomatic, Cold War, and regional approaches.
Today, mankind needs to intellectually break out of “Cold War
Thinking” and construct a comprehensive, global knowledge
system based on regions and states that does not ask about “East
or West” but embraces coexistence in diversity. Through the
interdisciplinary practice of Cold War studies and Southeast Asian
studies, Chinese scholars may be able to explore a new intellectual



