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Japanese Immigrants in Modern Mexico from 1898 to 1941

ZHU Shu - guang' MA Teng’

(1. School of the Humanities Suzhou University of Science and Technology Suzhou Jiangsu;
2. Institute of Japanese Studies Nankai University Tianjin 300071 China)

Abstract: The first destination country of Japanese emigrants in Latin America is Mexico which has the lar-
gest number of Japanese migrants in Latin America during the Meiji period. Japanese people emigrated to
Mexico beginning with a land contract between Japanese foreign minister Enomoto Takeaki and the Mexican
government but the immigration ended in failure. Thereafter the immigration companies began to take over
the cause of migration. They signed migration transport agreements with Mexican local mining enterprises and
land management companies and immigrants were paid as migrant workers. As migrant workers early Japa—
nese migrants always suffered from the low — paid subhuman working condition and the impact of Mexican
Revolution  so it” s impossible for them to form stable immigrant communities. With the reconstruction of the
Mexican state after the revolution Japanese migrants made contribution to local economy society and cul-
ture and their life tended to be stable. They changed the mentality of “temporary residents” and gradually
settled down in Mexico. Due to the dispersed living mode of the Mexican Japanese there is no large — scale
Japanese settlement and no strong sense of psychological dependence on the ethnic group which resulted in
higher degree of assimilation.

Key words: Japan; immigrants; Mexico; settlement; social inclusion



