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Ethnicity : A basic concept in current social group study
JIAN Zhi-xiang

(Schod o Ethnoogy and Socidogy , Central University for Nationalities, Bejing 100081, China)

Abstract : The term of” ethnicity” has been used in social sudiesonly for a few decades, but the phenomeron of
“ ethnic group” has laged for a long time and gppeared in ocid dructures. The term became popularly used
indicate its theoretical dgnificance, reflecting® ethnicity” has attracted nore attention in sociad gudies of human
groups. Discusson of itsvalue asatool in gudiesdf ocid inditutions, such as gate, nation , ethnic groups, might
have ome inportance in both socia theory and goplications.
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