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The Compilation of Economic and Demographic Data of Overseas Chinese in the Republic
of China Period: Based on Historical Materials from Eastern Miscellanyy

Xue Qixin

Abstract During the Republic of China period, out of concern for the issue of overseas Chinese, some
researchers organized or evaluated documents and archives in various regions, forming research articles or
data sets on the economic undertakings, industrial and comercial population, labor force, and other aspects of
overseas Chinese, which were subsequently published. By reviewing all the articles of the largest comprehensive
journal at the time, The Eastern Miscellany, over a period of 45 years, 9 articles related to economic data of
overseas Chinese and 16 articles related to population data of overseas Chinese were sorted out. These materials
help us understand the economic status and industry distribution, as well as population structure and regional
distribution of overseas Chinese in the Republic of China period. They can be mutually confirmed with official
economic and demographic data, deepening our understanding of the economic and demographic history of
overseas Chinese
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