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Epidemic Prevention or Sinophobe?
—— A Study of the Large-scale Deportation of Chinese
from the Russian Far East in 1911
GUAN Shu-he YANG Cui-hong
( School of Humanities Jilin University Changchun 130012 China)
Key words: Epidemic prevention; the Russian Far East; Overseas Chinese; Exclusion of
Chinese
Abstract: When a plague broke out in northeast China in 1911 thousands of Chinese were
expelled from the Russian Far East on the pretext of stopping the spread of the disease. Based
on the documents collected locally the authors make efforts to uncover what actually happened
during this event. They pointed out that the xenophobic hysteria was stirred up by racist
Russian politicians who saw the increasing Chinese population in the Russian Far East as a

threat of the Yellow Peril and hence beat up the drum for deporting the Chinese.
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