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A Hint to China: the Experiences of Coping with Population Aging in the UK

Xie Tao
(Institute for International Economic Studies, GDASS, Guangzhou 510610)

Abstract: The UK is the first industrialized country in the world and an aged country. Rich experiences
have been gathered in the process of coping with population aging, such as postponing retirement age, promoting
active aging, utilizing international migrants, adopting employment—centered social policy, and developing
human resources. These measures have successfully addressed social and economic problems during the
population aging process, though meanwhile the pension system is facing great financial crisis and the arriving
immigrants their cultural adaptation. China could learn from the UK its de—powering policies which let the
executive take the responsibility of supplying public services, its stepwise pension system as well as a lowprice
and widely covered medical insurance system.
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Yin-Yang Theory and International Relations: through the Lens of I Ching

1 Wang Ningchuan 2 Zou Yuze 3 Zhu Hailin
(1 Zhujiang College of South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510900; 2 Freelance Writer and
Media Critic; 3 Nanfang College of Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510900)

Abstract: Based on a study of 7 Ching or Book of Changes, and some related ideas of Chinese geomancy,
Fengshui, the paper tries to develop a new interdisciplinary analytical method on the theoretical base, i.e., the
Trigrams’ Combination and Permutation (TCP) . This analytical method could be applied to constitute the
following codes for reference in the analysis of international relations: (1) as an analytical model to deconstruct
the diverse international phenomena via the traditional oriental philosophy, (2) as a mirror or medium to observe
international conflicts, aiding communications and achievement of moral or ethical consensus through soft
power, and (3) as a theoretical tool to constitute a new discourse in Chinese IR studies.

Key words: Yin-Yang theory; international relations; Confucianism; I Ching; soft power; globalization
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