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(RHEHE FH Z)

Cross-border Human Mobility and International

Migration Governance in China: Logic and Outlook
YANG Jingmin YANG Xuedong

Abstract: The previous mechanisms for migration governance in China were challenged by the increasing
diversity of components, purpose, and demands of foreigners in mainland China, and also the complexity
rooted in the reversed or circle flows of Chinese citizens, due to the deeper and wider participation of China in
the process of globalization. The issues of illegal and irregular migration become more evident to the public. In
response, more relevant core laws and regulations have been enacted, the reforms of government institutions
are continuing, and even the new exploration for the foreigners’ permanent residency is on the way in the new
era of China. Accordingly, the governance system for cross-border migration, especially for the immigration,
has been changed profoundly. The logic of governance has been significantly impacted by various factors, such
as the “pull” effects generated from the evolution of domestic political and economic structure, the
establishment of welfare system and service-oriented government in China, the adjustment of relationship
between the central and local governments, as well as the relationship between China and the world. In order to
cope with the uncertainty of cross-border human mobility, modernization of migration governance capacity has
been needed imminently. Strengthening the rule of law, enhancing the inter-department coordination based on
specialization, leveraging the role of social organizations and private sectors, and learning experience from
global migration governance are possible ways to strive for in current stage.

Keywords: Migration Governance, Cross-border Human Mobility, International Migration, Foreigner

Management, Citizenship
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