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Editions and Reception of Caigentan in Korea: Tracing Textual Genealogy

and Cultural Transmission in East Asia
Ahn Dae-hoe

Keywords: Caigentan; Manhan Hebiben; Qingkanben; Wakokubon; Joseon book history; East Asian bibliography;
intellectual reception
Abstract : This study investigates the textual transmission and cultural reception of Caigentan (The Book of Efficacious
Roots) in Korea through the lens of East Asian bibliographic exchange. By reconstructing author Hong Zicheng's mer-
chant-family background in Huizhou-a Ming-Qing commercial hub-and his mentorship under Wang Daokun, it reveals
how the text's pragmatic mercantile ethos reflects its creators socio-economic origins. The analysis delineates the evo-
lution of Caigentan editions, tracing textual divergences between the earliest woodblock print (Qingtanben). the
Qing-era imperial bilingual edition (Qingkanben), and the Korean woodblock reprint (Wakokubon) , while highlight-
ing the state-commissioned Manhan Hebiben (Manchu-Han Bilingual Edition) as a hybrid of Confucian maxims and
administrative terminology. Documenting Yi Jun-hui's 1750s acquisition of the Manhan Hebiben in Beijing, the study
demonstrates how scribal copies of its Chinese text circulated among Joseon’s literati-merchants, evolving into a ca-
nonical text for ethical self-cultivation. The 1917 publication of Han Yongun's Jingxuan Jiangyi Caigentan institution-
alized the Qingkanben-based edition in modern Korean education, whereas contemporary translations rooted in the
Wakokubon reveal persistent textual ambiguities in over 200 extant editions. By synthesizing paleographic evidence
with sociopolitical analysis, this research elucidates how Caigentan’s semantic flexibility and material circulation mir-
rored Korea's shifting geopolitical identities from the late Joseon to the Japanese colonial period. underscoring its role

as a vector of Sino-Korean intellectual exchange.

Threshold as Media: The Mediated Existence and Contemporary

Reconfiguration of Traditional Chinese Spatial Symbols
FU Rong CAI Ling

Keywords: threshold; spatial symbols; mediation; cultural inheritance; reconfiguration

Abstract: As a threshold component in traditional Chinese architecture, the menkao (threshold) constitutes a critical
element of domestic spatial ethics, simultaneously embodying feudal hierarchical order and harboring cultural aspira-
tions for familial harmony. Spanning millennia, its functional and semantic evolution reveals a dual trajectory: the
metaphorical mediation of threshold boundaries and the internal logic of its modern transformation. Contemporary
cultural practices demonstrate the enduring relevance of this architectural element, as "threshold thinking" inspires
innovative reinterpretations of traditional spatial symbolism, generating distinct cultural landscapes. In the digital
age, reconciling the dissolution and reconstruction of cultural heritage necessitates recontextualizing material rituals
and conceptual frameworks through an era-specific lens, thereby advancing the contemporary reconfiguration of China’

s intangible cultural legacy.

China’s Reclamation-Induced Migrants in the 1950s
ZHAO Ru-kun

Keywords: reclamation immigrants; planned economy; population mobility

Abstract: The reclamation migration in China during the 1950s emerged as a product of population mobility under the
planned economy. Its motivations can be categorized into four key aspects: first, the urgent need to address post—
disaster resettlement and urban unemployment; second, the redistribution of educational resources to meet develop-

mental demands; third, reconciling the disparity between underdeveloped agricultural productivity and the national in-



dustrialization strategy; and fourth, integrating military demobilization with border security objectives. These mi-
grants constituted an integral component of national development initiatives. While spontaneous settlers did exist dur-
ing this period, state—organized collective reclamation projects involved far greater numbers. Through administrative
mechanisms., the government enforced orderly management of collective migrants. Nevertheless. challenges arose in
migration administration, including return migration within collective groups, inefficient resource allocation during
relocation, inconsistent work ethics among officials, and localized tensions between migrants and residents. These is-
sues reflected operational inefficiencies rather than systemic policy flaws. Ultimately, reclamation migrants played a

significant role in expanding arable land and accelerating the development of remote and underdeveloped regions.

Policy Preference, Development Imbalance, and the Dilemma

of the US Dollars International Status
DUAN Shi-de

Keywords: Bretton Woods system; paper gold; fiscal expansion; RMB internationalization; monetary rebalancing

Abstract: The US dollar, leveraging its economic strength and sound creditworthiness, attained the status of "paper
gold" in the Bretton Woods system, becoming a cornerstone of US economic development. Post-World War 11, the
US overextended its fiscal capacity to expand spending, which not only triggered economic imbalances but also gener-
ated unprecedented challenges to the dollar's global standing. Although the unilateral termination of dollar-gold con-
vertibility temporarily mitigated liquidity crises, the erosion of international trust intensified systemic vulnerabilities.
Consequently, the international monetary system transitioned into a multi-currency competitive equilibrium. Drawing
lessons from the dollar's trajectory, RMB internationalization-a pivotal element in the ongoing monetary rebalancing-
requires foundational reforms. Strengthening domestic economic resilience, enhancing national creditworthiness, and
pursuing stable, sustainable development will fortify the RMB's competitiveness and facilitate its progressive global

integration.

Re-examining China’s Demographic Dividend Decline: The Evolution

of Human-Industrial Dynamics in the New Industrial Revolution Era
LU Jun-jie ZHAO Ru-yu
Keywords: demographic dividend; human-industrial dynamics; intelligent automation; labor market transition;
policy innovation
Abstract: This study reinterprets China's demographic dividend decline through the lens of human-industrial dynamics
during the new industrial revolution, identifying three interlinked pathways of change. Firstly, the displacement of la-
bor by intelligent technologies now outpaces absorption, eroding the "quantity advantage" as automation reduces de-
mand for traditional manual workforces. Secondly. the industrial system’s evolving requirements-from physical labor
to neuro-cognitive adaptability-relax age-related constraints, prioritizing skills over chronological "age-appropriate-
ness." Thirdly, income distribution shifts from time-based exploitation to knowledge/skill capital ownership, invali-
dating "low-cost labor efficiency." To navigate this transition, the authors advocate a dual-policy framework: transi-
tioning demographic strategies from quantity-centric planning to quality-driven STEM education and lifelong learning
ecosystems, while fostering inclusive growth through progressive taxation and social consumption enhancement. This
recalibration aims to redefine human capital valuation beyond demographic arithmetic, ensuring China’s economic re-

silience in an era where industrial evolution hinges on human creativity rather than demographic arithmetic.
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