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On the Theoretical Interpretation, Perception Divergence, and Policy
Focus of International Migration

SONG Dexing

ABSTRACT: International migration has become an urgent global issue
increasingly related to national security, human ethics, and global governance,
prompting a new round of international academic effort at theoretical
construction. Perception divergence on international migration can be classified
into three categories: pragmatic views centered on economic growth; liberal and
right-based views, and more traditional ethnicity-based views. A low
politics-related debate on international migration focuses on the relationship
between migration and security; a social-centric debate focuses on the
relationship between immigration control and national power expansion; and a
debate over immigration absorption focuses on deportation of illegal immigrants.
As far as China is concerned, it is an urgent task to formulate an immigration
policy that reflects national conditions and serves national interest.
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