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How Does International Remittances Affect Democratic Transitions?
Zhang Jing

[ Abstract] With the advancement of globalization, transnational migration and
international remittances have increasingly emerged as significant social phenomena.
This paper examines the mechanism between international remittances and
democratization by constructing a panel dataset spanning from 1972 to 2018, covering
111 countries, through the theoretical lenses of both structural and agency perspectives.
Using a two-way fixed effects model, the study reveals a significant correlation between
international remittances and democratic transitions. The theoretical framework from the
agency perspective offers stronger explanatory power for this relationship. International
remittances primarily facilitate the democratization process through patronage networks
and social mobilization mechanisms. Specifically, remittances from immigrants weaken
domestic patronage networks, enabling individuals to express more authentic demands
during democratic elections. Furthermore, international remittances enhance the social
mobilization capabilities of social groups, providing additional resources for social
movements that promote democratization. However, the structural perspective provides
limited explanatory power for the relationship, as no empirical evidence is found to
support that remittances from immigrants promote democratization by influencing
economic development, income disparities, and political culture.
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China-LAC Cooperation, Left-Wing Regimes in Latin America, and U. S. Aid to
Latin American Allies
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[ Abstract] While the United States was an important source of aid to a number

of Latin American countries in the early years after the end of the Cold War, U. S. aid to

Latin America has gradually declined since the 21st century. This paper focuses on
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