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Abstract: This paper discusses the transformation and modernization of Tan Kah Kee’s value system
on wealth. Throughout his life, he tirelessly combated a number of challenges. Rather than using wealth
to fulfill personal gains or to serve narrow communal interests based on lineage and kinship, Tan, a
modernized Chinese nationalist, formulated his own value system prioritizing the Chinese nation. It was
derived from his deep consciousness of citizenship, which in effect requires that individuals be obliged to
cater for needs of a wider society, in particular when national needs arise. It was such a value system that

consolidated the origin of Tan’s patriotic spirit and also the moral base of his personality.
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