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Reasons and Ways of South Henan Immigrants Going to the South of the
Yangtze River During the Late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China:
Based on the Discussion of Immigrant Descendants' Historical Memory

ZHANG lJinlin
(Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang 464000, China)

Abstract: From the post-Taiping Rebellion period to the Republic of China, large-scale migration of people
from southern Henan occurred under the combined pressures of population-land tension, natural disasters, and
warfare. The south of the Yangtze River became a primary destination for these migrants due to factors such as
abandoned farmlands, government reclamation policies, similarities in natural environments between southern
China and southern Henan, and favorable perceptions of the South of the Yangtze Rive among the migrants.
These migrations were characterized by kinship networks, with families and clans relocating continuously to
south of the Yangtze River.

Key words: Southern Henan immigrants; immigrant descendants; Go-to-the-South-of-the-Yangtze-River;
historical memory; the Taiping Rebellion
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