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English Abstract

Chinese Farming in California from 1860 to 1920 and
Its Interaction with the Local Environment

LIU Xiaohui Christof Mauch

Abstract: As one of the most important ethnic groups in California, Chinese made great
contributions to the early development of this state. Their agricultural production not only played a
significant role in the development of California agriculture, but also led to the transformation of its
natural landscape and social lives. The existing literature mostly focuses on the important role of white
agriculturalists in changing the landscape and advancing agricultural development. This article, however,
seeks to recover the stories that obscured by ethnocentrism and reveals the interaction between Chinese
agricultural activities and the local environment of California. It explores the impact of Chinese farming
on the landscape and social lives of California, and also discusses how the natural and social environments
influenced Chinese agricultural activities. The agricultural landscape of California was multicultural in
nature because of the ethnic participation in the region. Chinese immigrants brought traditional agricultural
wisdom, techniques and crops to the United States and promoted the exchange of the two nations in
agriculture. They were not only the labor workers, but also the propagators of agricultural knowledge and

tradition of their nation.

Key Words: Chinese immigrants; Agriculture; California
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