[ ] 1948

1948

Abstract This paper by investigating the separatist movement in Penang Malaysia in 1948 through the angle of

communitarianism attempts to demonstrate the historical process of the transformation of overseas nationalism in

the framework of nation/state and urge the reader to reflect on the social issues that nationalism has brought to

bear on the de—construction and re—composition of a multi-national state. The paper argues that communitarian—

ism among the overseas Chinese in Penang has a long history. The separatist incidence in 1948 shows that a na—

tion/state may use “the qualification of citizenship” as an implement to regulate communal relations but if the will

of local nationalism is also parceled up in it the result will be sharpened communal boundaries. When pressured

under nationalism ethnic minorities tend to release the identity consciousness of local communitarianism. Al—

though its aim is to safeguard individual right and the foundation of democracy to the greatest extent such local

communitarian identity will undoubtedly weaken the identity with nation/state and undermine social integration.
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