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The Attempts of the National Government to Protect the Rights and Interests of Overseas Chinese

—— A Case Study of Chinese Seafarers Working in Iraq during World War II
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Abstract: In May 1942, the British Armed Forces stationed in Iraq recruited a group of Chinese seafarers
stranded in India to work in the Iraqi interior for a waterway transport team. Shortly after the Chinese
arrived, a strike broke out due to poor treatment. In response to it, the Nationalist Government conducted
a series of negotiations with the British that focused on whether Chinese seafarers in the sirike should be
tried by a military court. In the end, they were sentenced to a minor penalty under the Criminal Law by a
Chinese judge. Following that, the Nationalist Government continued to negotiate with the British Armed
Forces to improve Chinese seafarers’ living and working conditions. This specific case reveals a number of
characteristics of the Chinese Government’s management of overseas Chinese affairs during the wartime,
in particular with regard to its practice of China’s judicial system on foreign soil. The paper gives an

insightful look into the case.
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