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Abstract : Ethnic conflict is defined as the extenson of socia and politica confrontation between
contenders who define themsalves and the othersin ethnic terms. Ethnic identitiesinclude not only ob-
jective attributes but a9 subjective feelings and belief s which contribute to ethnic coercion and some-
times even create and construct these attributes. Conflict does not arise naturally because of the differ-
ences of groupsof people but because of gecia meanings attached to these diff erences.
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