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Japans Proposal of Racial Equality in Paris Peace Conference and
the Issue of the Japanese Americans

LI Wenming
(College of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: The Japanese Plenipotentiaries submitted a proposal of Racial Equality as a principle to be part of
the covenant of the League of Nations in Paris Peace Conference so as to solve the problem of Japanese Immi-
grants who had been excluded for a long time. However, it was finally rejected because it could harm the inter—
ests of the US and the British Commonwealth. The proposal was presented mainly because Japan held the opinion
that the immigration problem had seriously hurt the Japanese national emotion, and had had a negative impact on
its power status Japan had achieved. To some extent, Japans efforts to be equal to the West, on the contrary,
accelerated the exclusion of Japanese by the US, and led to the internment during World War II.
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