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Muslim Immigrants in Europe: Identification and Confliction

Song Quancheng

Abstract; Muslims from West Asia and Africa are the main parts of the
European Muslims. Muslim ethnic group in the European countries has caused the
internal tensions and conflicts in three aspects of identifications. Firstly, in personal
identification, the Muslim ethnic group has acquired the nationality of European
countries, and has been British, French and German in political and legal
sense. However, they are foreigners in cultural and social sense. Secondly, in ethnic
identification, although the Muslim ethnic group in Europe has become a minority of
the European countries, they are influenced by the exclusion of mainstream society,
self identification obstacle and some other factors. They are easily to identify with
their motherland Muslims and the wider Islamic world, and become the followers of
Islamic fundamentalism. In the end, some of them might even become the extremist
Muslims of the terrorist organization. Thirdly, in national citizenship identification,
they have become the political and legal citizens of the European countries;
however, Muslim religious identity is stronger than national identity. So the minority
of Muslim in European countries easily identify with the Islamic extremist terrorist
organizations like ISIS. The result is they give up the European country’s citizenship
and launch terrorist attacks against their own country, or participate in the so —
called jihad against the Western Christian civilization. Thus they become the enemies
of European countries. The fact fully shows that it’ s still a long way to construct the
reasonable identity for Europe’ s Muslim ethnic group, and it’ s still a long and
arduous way to achieve social, cultural, religious and political integration of
Europe’ s Muslim ethnic group.

Key Words: Muslim Immigrants; FEuropean Countries; Identification;

Islam; Multi — culture
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