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Abstract: Many Tengchong residents enigrated to Buma prior o WorldWar . Based on a piece of
Republican archival record numbered 92 - 2 - 97 kept in the Yunnan Provincial A rchives and relevant
oral hisory records and local gazetteers, this article exanines the demogrgphical characteristics,
occupational features and cultural identity of Tengchong migrantswho moved o Buma before the Second
WorldWar The author concludes by enphasizing that most of the Tengchong migrantswere quite young
when anigrating to Buma, and such an emigration was facilitated by the netvorksof clansnen and fellow
villagers M ajority of Tengchong migrantswere grocery retailers They were econamically influential in
local host ciety though their businesseswere relatively snall in size The longer they settled dowvn in
Buma, the deeper they would be acculturated into local ciety Nevertheless t sme extent the
Tengchong migrant group persistently maintained their cultural heterogeneity.
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