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Social Movements and Trends of Thought in the First Half of the 20th Century
Reshaped the “Melting Pot Theory”

Abstract: In the discourse about immigration and identity in the early 20th century, Zangwell's "melting pot" idea
was a key rhetorical strategy for dealing with Americans' changing conditions at home and abroad. At the be—
ginning of the idea, it is a kind of immigrant assimilation discourse that embodies the spirit of democracy and
equality and has both reality and fiction. After experiencing the baptism of reality from different positions of
the political spectrum, the operation mode of "melting pot" has been clarified and reshaped, and the entry
threshold of "melting pot" has been limited. In the process of changing the concept of "melting pot", it has
clarified its development vein and different aspects; It also dispels the stereotype that the Immigration Act of

1924 symbolizes the failure of the "melting pot".
Key Words: Melting Pot, Immigrant, Assimilation, Reinvention
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