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6paKoHBEPCTBE U KOHTPaOGAHIHOM BBIBO3e GHOPECYPCOB HA

Discussion on the Chinese “Public Council” in the Russian Far East

DOU Xin - yu, NAN Hui - ying
( Harbin Normal University , Harbin 150025, China)

Abstract; The Russian Far East is widely forested and rich in rare animal and plant resources. During Imperial
Russia, the Chinese living in the Far East mostly hunted and collected wild animal and plant resources and made a
lot of profits, but it also caused many problems. In order to solve Chinese disputes in the industry, unify commodity
prices, and regulate Chinese activities in the field, the “Public Council” came into being in the 1860s. The “Pub-
lic Council” is a civil society organization with a dual nature. On the one hand, it helps the Chinese, protects the
safety of the Chinese, and fights for the rights and interests of the Chinese in Russia; On the other hand, the arti-
cles of association and the restrictions on commodity prices formulated by the “Public Council” have a certain mo-
nopoly nature. Under the influence of domestic social unrest and the spreading tension of “Yellow Peril”, the Rus-
slan government’ s control over secret society organizations became increasingly severe. In 1897, the Russian gov-
ernment officially banned Chinese society organizations and their activities, and the “Public Council” gradually
turned to secret activities. The protection of the interests of the Chinese community and its contribution to the Rus-
sian Far East should not be ignored.

Key words : Russia; The Far East; Chinese; Public Council
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