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The Village-Simulation Phenomena and the Overseas Chinese Associations:
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Abstract: Based on the fieldwork research conducted among ethnic Chinese in Holland this
article examines the types function and operation of Chinese voluntary associations and their role
in local social assimilation. The author argues that the Chinese associations have played a key
role in local Chinese community by simulating the function of a Chinese village which in turn
provides Chinese migrants with a very important social space for their lives and actions. Assisted
by their old memory and experiences about home villages Chinese migrants not only operate
their associations as a village but also compete each other while enhancing their social status
within the associations. Such a practice could to some extent ease their feeling of being

marginalized in the host society lessening their complaint and reducing their conflict with the

2010-04-09



host society. Unlike other specialized guild organizations or political institution the ethnic
Chinese associations in the Netherlands exhibit a multifaceted social properties and thus could

be termed as a self-enclosed village-simulation community.
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