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latter the popular trend of literature became prevalent under the influence of commodity economy.
Keywords: literary trend, humanism, commodity economy, popularization

The Overturning and the Questioning

~———The Ethical Trend of Thoughts in the 1980’ s (by CUI Yi - ming)

Abstract: The undulated Chinese ethical trend of thoughts in the 1980’ s might be generalized as
“overtuming and questioning” . From the “Pan Xiao Discussion” and the “Zhang Hua Discussion” to the
“Shekou Trouble”, all these three heated discussions around the issue of life value, though different
themes and ideological colors, resulted in young people’ s spontaneous doubting, questioning and think-
ing. One the one hand they were imbued with striking ideal colors, and one the other they expressed some
strong intellectual perplexities and initial rational consciousness. Through these three discussions, the
idea was generally accepted that moral evaluation should be further measured from an angle of objective
results, and the idea struck root in the hearts of the people that people should heighten their own values
of existence as possible as they can. Both the 1986’ s discussion about moral subjectivity and the discus-
sion on utilitarianism from 1988 onwards tried to answered those questions of the time on the basis of an-
cient and present, and Chinese and foreign intellectual heritages. Their historical contribution chiefly lay
in a continuous and rational questioning of time issues.

Keywords: life value, absolutist morality, moral subjectivity, utilitarianism

The Rise and Change of Contemporary China’ s Political Thoughts
(by LIU Jian - jun)

Abstract: Political thoughts tend to embody people’ s reflections on their political life. The politi-
cal thoughts in current China are the results of its reform and opening — up policy, which is releasing Chi-
na from the influence of some out — of — date doctrines and helping it break through the ideologically so-
cialist camp to enter a broader intemnational arena. The increase of its internationalization leads to a series
of political and cultural reactions, the most prominent symbol of which is the ups and downs of its current
political thoughts. Before the 1990’ s what hid behind the trend of political thought was the polarized op-
position of cultural power and state power. As a result, the political thoughts went through a dramatic rise
or fall. After that the market — oriented reform set a solid secular foundation for the course of China’ s
modermnizatior,. The secular power gradually neutralized the conflicts between cultural power and state
power. Thus, the coexistence of various political thoughts took the place of the polarized opposition.

Keywords: trend of political thoughts, cultural power, state power

The History and Reality of the French Ultra — Right Political Force
(by JIN Zhong — yuan)
Abstract: The left and right wings in the French political circles originated in the 1789 Revolution.
The traditional right force represented the main trend in the modem French political development. From
the 19th century‘ on, the ultra - right political force came into being. It was characterized by extreme na-

tionalism and opposition to parliament democracy. The current ultra — right force represented by the “Na-
121



tional Front” led by Le Pan has acquired a certain social supporting rate by means of whipping up anti —
immigrant sentiments and taking advantage of the decline of traditional left and right forces. However, the
basic structure of French political forces cannot be changed.

Keywords: France, ultra — right wing

A Reconsideration of the Social Function of New Historiography (by WU Guo - yi)

Abstract: In the ideological trend of new historiography beginning from the early 20th century, both
the reformists and the revolutionaries laid extreme emphasis on the social role of history. However, few
studies have reflections on their deficiencies in the theory itself, and people often substitute politics and
utility for authenticity and scholastic studies, thus leading to a tendency to seek for quick success and in-
stant benefits and to vulgarize academic researches. This deflection has its own historical reasons, and is
also a consequence of the long — established mode of thinking which -insists that politics is the first criteri-
on for evaluation.

Keywords: new historiography, social function, true to fact, academic

Cohen’ s Conception of History of China and Its Historiographical Features
(by CHEN Jun - jing)
Abstract: P. A. Cohen’ s early conception of history of China was influenced by the polarized op-
posite theory of “tradition verse modernity”. Later, he tried to go beyond the limitation of this theory by
his “China — centered approach”, and further negated the research model in which the development level
of Chinese society was measured by the standard of Western “modemity”. Cohen, however, failed to
grasp the contradictory relationship between tradition and modemity scientifically, and his ideds of history
had a quite clear relativist tendency.
Keywords: Paul A. Cohen, conception of history of China, China — centered approach, historical

relativism

The Thrifty Ethics and the Development of East Asia
——The Relationship between the Confucian Doctrine of Capitalism and Max Weber’ s
Theory . ) (by ZHANG Yi - guo)
Abstract: The post — Confucian doctrine of capitalism, quite popular several years ago, tried to ex-
plain the increase of East Asian economy by the Confucian cultural tradition. It claimed to have extended
Weber’ s proposition about the relationship between Protestant ethics and development of capitalism and
modified Weber’ s idea that Confucian ethics blocked economic developments. This paper analyses the

argumentative logic of “industrious and thrifty ethics” a sub — view of the Confucian doctrine of cap-
italism which asserted that the traditional Confucian industrious ethics promoted the development of East
Asian economy after World War II. Unable to exceed Weber’ s theory, this post — Confucian doctrine
fails to provide an effective explanation of the development of East Asian economy.

Keywords: 'Confucian ethics, Max Weber, post — Confucian doctrine of capitalism, East Asian e-

conomy
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