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Abstract: This paper analyses the position of the Chinese New Zealanders, first as a barely tolerated alien
group to be legislated out (from the 19" to the mid 20" centuries) , and then as a largely middle class
immigrant group to be welcomed in the hope of forging international linkages and benefiting the economy (from
1987 onwards) . Significant differences between these two groups exist: in terms of socio economic power,
provincial origins, educational levels, migration motivations, and most importantly, their pattern of
engagement with the norr Chinese majority population in New Zealand. However, one strand ultimately linking

these two periods is how mainstream New Zealanders view and treat Chinese New Zealanders. As long as they
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are ethnically Chinese and ¢ look Chinese’, they were never treated quite like ¢ real New Zealanders’ .
“Chineseness” has unforiunately been paraphrased as incompatible with “the New Zealand Value” in local

society.
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