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Analysis of the Causes of Illegal Immigrants in China:

A Case Study in the Ethnic Borderland of Yunnan Province
LUO Gang
( School of Law Yunnan University Kunming 650091 China)
Abstract: Understanding the causes of illegal immigrants in China is the precondition on solving the related problems. The Push — and
— Pull theory emphasizes the role of the discrepancy between economic development and individual income in this immigration but it
cannot explain the phenomenon that the illegal immigrants from neighboring countries choose to stay in the undeveloped areas of Yunnan
Province. The theory of immigration network and immigration system posits that the choice is based on some type of “connection” or
“chain of immigration”. As a matter of fact this choice is closely related to the judgment that the immigrants have made on the costs
and risks of immigration. More importantly the illegal immigration is the only alternative when the legal way of immigration is impossi—
ble.
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