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Abstract: Using Spain as a representative case, this paper examines the role of Chinese overseas in the
social networks of Chinese students studying abroad. This study reveals that Chinese overseas provide
essential support in daily life, help with academic procedures, offer part—time job opportunities, and
serve as emotional anchors and social connectors. Empirical findings indicate that the number of Chinese
overseas in a student’s network significantly enhances their satisfaction, opportunity perception, and
willingness to remain in Spain. This paper highlights the value of diaspora communities as intermediaries
with both institutional embeddedness and cultural affinity, and provides a new lens for understanding

overseas student adaptation in host country.
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