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ABSTRACT: China has been experiencing a
rapid urbanization, together with a huge wave
of migrant population. The migration in China
now enters a new period of inter-generational
transition. The social inclusion and place identity
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(PI) of new migrants have become a focus of both
academic and public concerns. With a survey on
3,164 copies of questionnaires collected from six
large Chinese cities of Guangzhou, Hangzhou,
Chengdu, Shenyang, Dongguan and Zhengzhou,
based on Samuel Huntington’s definition of PI, this
paper builds a Structure Equation Model (SEM) to
examine the feature of Pl and its related mechanisms
for new migrants in urban China. It is found that
new migrants can be divided into three different
groups: labor migrants, intellectual migrants and
investor migrants. The Pls of different groups are
found to be different. In the measurement models,
the age, family life cycle, type of migrants, monthly
income, household registration, social security
status, housing facilities, housing type, etc. are the
most important variables. The SEM model analysis
indicates that institutional factors, housing factors,
and socio-economic factors have direct effects
on the PI, while personal characteristics have an
indirect effect on the PI. The impacts of institutional
factors, housing factors, socio-economic factors
and personal characteristics on the Pl decrease
in sequence. In summary, after three decades of
marketization in China, the institutional factors such
as Hukou still have strong impacts upon the life of
migrants, while the impacts of housing factors are
becoming more and more prominent.
KEYWORDS: new migrants; place identity;
structure equation model; China
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( Tab.1 Sampling of new migrants in six large Chinese cities
[12 14] 8] 277 263 202 216 123 236 1317
115 162 175 174 205 152 983
6 146 155 149 161 123 130 864
538 580 526 551 451 518 3164
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Tab.2 Profiles of the samples

48.6 49.2 53.2 50.1
% 51.4 50.8 46.8 49.9
27 26 32 28
8.55 3.67 7.96 7.51
60.2 80.1 30.4 58.2
6.4 10.7 10.8 8.9
% 12.4 5.1 20.3 12.3
( 21.0 4.2 385 20.6
3 29.1 35.4 18.6 28.2
3 4 27.9 29.9 22.4 27.0
% 4 5 19.1 16.6 22.1 19.1
5 23.9 18.1 36.9 25.7
7.9 0.0 7.3 5.3
40.0 0.3 345 26.2
49.8 1.2 34.7 30.7
% 1.7 47.7 14.7 19.6
0.6 50.8 8.8 18.4
/ 34.0 24.5 36.2 317
17.7 35.2 15.5 225
/ / 138 9.5 10.0 11.4
6.8 3.0 5.3 5.2
5.3 2.8 3.7 4.1
% 8.9 4.7 8.3 75
6.3 115 9.6 8.8
7.2 8.8 11.4 8.8
1000 23.8 8.1 8.1 14.6
1001-2000 61.9 42.9 30.9 47.6
% 2001-3000 11.7 24.0 22.0 18.3
3001-4000 1.6 13.4 14.9 8.9
4000 1.0 11.6 24.1 10.6
95 6.2 5.9 75
28.5 28.5 15.7 25.0
% 345 35.4 37.4 35.6
27.5 29.9 41.0 319
96.7 73.2 91.7 88.1
% 3.3 26.8 8.3 11.9
1.34 2.81 1.01 1.70
1.46 1.83 1.27 171
6.1 13.5 17.2 11.4
57.6 64.8 77.3 65.2
% 345 21.5 4.2 22.2
1.8 0.2 1.3 1.2
16.26 24.87 22.71 20.69
e 14.04 17.86 18.60 17.03
11.41 14.92 16.49 13.89
6.22 6.27 7.60 6.99
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Tab.3 Place identity of the samples

4.1 17 3.2 3.1
3.6 2.8 2.7 3.1
20.1 9.9 15.2 155
(%) 20.0 22.9 14.5 19.5
43.8 51.7 55.5 49.5
8.4 11.0 8.9 9.3
9.7 4.0 7.2 7.2
12.4 7.2 9.8 10.1
(%) 23.1 11.6 16.7 17.8
54.8 77.2 66.3 64.9
8.7 10.4 8.0 9.1
2.8 3.7 2.8 3.1
13.5 16.0 10.5 135
% 18.0 26.7 13.3 19.4
44.8 334 51.4 43.0
12.2 9.8 14.0 11.9
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Fig.2 Hypothesis of the SEM model “ 7z
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Tab.4 Variables of the SEM model
=1 =2
20 =1 21 25 =2 26 30 =3 31 35 =4 36 40 =5 40 =6
1 =1 =2 =3 =4
3 =1 3 4 =2 4 5 =3 5 =4
=1 =2 =3
=1 =2 =3 =4 =5
=1
=2 =3
2 4
1000 =1 1001 2000 =2 2001 3000 =3 3001 4000 =4 4000 =5
=1 =2 =3 =4
2010 GDP =1 =2 =3 =4 =5 =6
=1 =2
3
1 0 6
=0 =1 =2 =3
4 10m* =1 11 20m’=2 21 30m*=3 31 40m’=4 40m* =5
22 10 =1 11 20 =2 21 30 =3 31 40 =4
=0 =1 =2 =3 =4 =5
s =0 =1 =2 =3
=0 =1 =2 =3 =4 =5
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RMSEA NFI CFI
3 e RMSEA= 0.0683 NFI=
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Tab.5 Estimation of the variables in the SEM model
S.E. t P S.E. t P
<——- 0.025 0.018 1.440 | 0.150 | 0.030 0.103 | 0.014 | 7.415 wxx 0.179
<——— 0.135 0.033 4.125 il 0.100 0.129 0.033 3.904 ol 0.094
<——— 0.229 0.037 6.137 il 0.190 0.237 0.037 6.339 ol 0.199
<——— 0.322 0.070 4.585 bl 0.141 0.323 0.070 4.610 el 0.143
<——— 1.000 - - - 0.895 1.000 - - - 0.938
<——— 0.021 0.008 2.657 0.008 0.051 0.026 0.008 3.460 ekl 0.065
1 <——— 0.838 0.040 | 20.880 ol 0.812 0.762 0.035 | 21.573 el 0.774
<——— 0.308 0.020 15.293 il 0.321 0.285 0.019 | 14.643 ekl 0.311
<——— 1.000 - - - 0.638 1.000 - - - 0.622
<——— 0.688 0.040 17.173 il 0.437 0.612 0.039 | 15.762 ekl 0.379
<——— 0.620 0.037 16.864 Frx 0.426 0.617 0.037 | 16.876 ekl 0.414
2 <——— 0.249 0.028 8.823 Frx 0.199 0.273 0.029 9.534 ekl 0.213
<= 0.727 0.037 | 19.691 i 0.661 0.802 | 0.041 | 19.810 | *** 0.711
e 1.000 - - - 0.485 1.000 - - - 0.487
e 0.241 0.037 6.499 wxx 0.617 0.239 | 0.036 | 6.607 el 0.616
3 < 0.396 0.059 6.745 wxx 0.193 0.392 | 0.058 | 6.726 el 0.192
<——= 1.000 - - - 0.379 1.000 - - - 0.380
<——= 0.917 0.102 9.021 wxx 0.531 0.915 | 0.101 | 9.030 halaid 0.531
4 <——= 0.854 | 0.095 9.023 wxx 0.530 0.852 | 0.094 | 9.037 el 0.530
<——= 1.000 - - - 0.886 1.000 - - - 0.878
<——- 0.459 0.033 | 14.049 il 0.492 0.466 | 0.033 | 14.229 | *** 0.495
5 <——- 0.587 0.043 13.545 falaiel 0.423 0.598 0.044 | 13.734 Fkx 0.427

Fhx 0.001
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Fig.5 Route of place identity of new migrants in Chinese cities
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