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realization of modernization in China. Without the study of how man is regarded as
man in ancient Chinese culture and an undersstanding of traditional Chinese exposition
on man,it is virtually impossible to make a successful study of the theory of human
nature in China. Taking the study on Confucius’ exposition on man as an example,

the author of the essay retorts the arguments found in Mr. Xu Fuguan’s A History
of Chinese Theories of Human Nature and puts forth his own perspectives. He finds
out the real basis for confucius’ thoughts and his exposition on man, and emphasizes

the importance and necessity of studying Chinese exposition on man.

Small Scale Farming System in Contemporary East Asia

by Dong Zhenghua

Since the 1950s, the regime in Taiwan as well as in South Korea has adopted a
new kind of small scale farming system based on the idea of «land to the tiller.”
The characteristics of this system is the farmer’s limited land ownership, which en-
ables small farmers to uphold their farmland and makes it easy for those developing
countries to control the rural society. Within the framework of this system, the au-
thoritarian state allies itself with the farmers. The immediate result of this alliance
and domination is the rural stability, and important condition for economic develcp-
ment and modernization. During the economic transformation period, the small farm-
ers raised agricultural productivity by the application of low priced family labor and
“neutral-scale” technology with the help of the state. Without the Ilandlord in bet-
ween, the state has direct contact with the farmers,%squeezing” more from the agri-
cultural section to ensure industrial growth by some administration mechanisms instead
of through the market force. The vitality of contemporary small scale farming system
not only challenges the classical agricaltural theories,but also shows a most important
feature of the East Asian pattern of authoritarianism, the unification of the political

and the economic structures.

Disintegration and Reformation of French Rural Socisty from Mid 19th-Century
to Early 20th-Century by Xu Ping

From the last half of the ]9th-Century, the French rural society underwent
many radical changes. The rural industries declined, the natural economic structure
disintegrated, the rural communes also disintegrated, which showed the weakening of
the attraction of the traditional rural society. A large number of people moved from
the country to the cities, resulting in a radical change in the distribution of popu-
lation. However, it was through this disintegration, transformation and turbulent
move of population that the whole rural society completed the historical change from

traditional rural society into a modernized one,
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