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(D H. H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills, eds., From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology, New York:
Oxford University Press, 1946, p. 280.

@ Henry Kissinger, A World Restored: Metternich, Castlereagh and the Problems of Peace,
1812-22, Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1957, p. 326.
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(D Franklin D. Roosevelt, “Remarks to the Daughters of the American Revolution,” April 21,
1938, American Presidency Project, Washington D.C.: University of California, Santa Barbara,
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/remarks-the-daughters-the-american-revolution-washi
ngton-dc.
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(O Philip Smith, Why War? The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez, Chicago and
London: The University of Chicago Press, 2005, p. 205.

@ XFSAFEBCE A E NG R FHRFIE, 2 W Janet Fiskio, “Apocalypse and Ecotopia:
Narratives in Global Climate Change Discourse,” Race, Gender & Class, Vol. 19, No. 1-2, 2012,
pp. 12-36; MRS IBMIM LR KA T — W B R A FE 5 RN LI 5T, S0
Apocalyptic Narrative and Climate Change, Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict, Arizona
State University, https://csrc.asu.edu/apocalypticnarrativescalimatechange

® Vicki Squire et al., Reclaiming Migration: Voices from Europe’s “Migrant Crisis”,
Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2021, p. 52.
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@ Joel Rose, “Some Republicans Blame Migrants for Covid-19 Surges. Doctors Say They’re
Scapegoating,” NPR, May 18, 2022, https://www.npr.org/2021/08/10/1026178171/republicans-
migrants-covid-19-surges.
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(O Marianne LeVine and Maria Sacchetti, “Trump Reprises Dehumanizing Language on
Undocumented Immigrants, Warns of ‘Invasion,” ” Washington Post, December 18, 2023,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/12/18/trump-immigrants-invasion-dehumanizing/.

@ Rebecca Shabad, “Trump on ‘Poisoning the Blood’ Remarks: ‘I Never Knew Hitler Said
It,” ” NBC News, December 23, 2023, https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-
poisoning-blood-remarks-never-knew-hitler-said-rcnal 30958.

® Brian Naylor, “Read Trump’s Jan. 6 Speech, A Key Part of Impeachment Trial,” NPR,
February 10, 2021, https://www.npr.org/2021/02/10/966396848/read-trumps-jan-6-speech-a-key-
part-of-impeachment-trial.

@ Asher Notheis, “Sarah Huckabee Sanders Says Illegal Immigrants Know They Can Walk
into the US Under Biden’s Leadership,” Washington Examiner, March 26, 2024, https://www.
washingtonexaminer.com/news/2938514/sarah-huckabee-sanders-says-illegal-immigrants-know-th
ey-can-walk-into-us-under-bidens-leadership/.

® “Transcript of the Republican Response to the State of the Union Address,” AP News,
March 7, 2024, https://apnews.com/article/state-of-union-republican-katie-britt-b68be66d421£716
fb74dce8cc61dac74.

® “U.S. Undocumented Population Increased to 11.7 Million in July 2023: Provisional CMS
Estimates Derived from CPS Data,” Center for Migration Studies, September 5, 2024,
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https://cmsny.org/us-undocumented-population-increased-in-july-2023-warren-090624/.

@ Derrick Van Ordan, “Biden’s Border is an Unmitigated Disaster,” United States House of
Representatives, January 22, 2024, https://vanorden.house.gov/media/in-the-news/bidens-border-
unmitigated-disaster.

@ Michael Gold and Anjali Huynh, “Trump Again Invokes ‘Bloodbath’ and Dehumanizes
Migrants in Border Remarks,” New York Times, April 2, 2024, https://www.nytimes.com/
2024/04/02/us/politics/trump-border-blood-bath.html.

(® Valerie Gonzalez and Stephen Groves, “Speaker Johnson Demands Hardline Policies
during a Border Visit as Ukraine Aid Hangs in the Balance,” AP News, January 4, 2024,
https://apnews.com/article/congress-border-security-ukraine-migrants-texas-mexico909cfb700eafef
95196197906dc16ael.

@ Elizabeth Heckman, “Chip Roy Unleashes on Biden Admin’s Border Policies: We’re
Dealing with an Invasion, Texans are Dying,” Fox News, July 6, 2022, https://www.foxnews.com/
media/chip-roy-unleashes-biden-admin-border-policies-dealing-invasion-texans-dying.

® The Constitution of the United States: A Transcription, Washington, D.C.: National
Archives and Records Administration, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-
transcript.
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@ Domenico Montanaro, “How the ‘Replacement’ Theory Went Mainstream on the Political
Right,” NPR, May 17, 2022, https://www.npr.org/2022/05/17/1099223012/ how-the-replacement-
theory-went-mainstream-on-the-political-right.

@ “Stefanik Echoed Racist Theory Allegedly Espoused by Buffalo Suspect,” Washington
Post, May 16, 2022, https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/05/15/stefanik-buffalo-replace
ment/.

@ Allison Pecorin, “McConnell, When Asked, Fails to Denounce Racist ‘Replacement
Theory,” ” ABC News, May 18, 2022, https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/mcconnell-asked-fails-
denounce-racist-replacement-theory/story.

® Iker Seisdedos, “Trump Returns to D.C. with Apocalyptic Speech,” EI Pais, July 27, 2022,
https://english.elpais.com/usa/2022-07-27/trump-returns-to-dc-with-apocalyptic-speech-our-countr
y-is-going-to-hell.html.
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@ Will Weissert and Jill Colvin, “Why Trump’s Alarmist Message on Immigration May be
Resonating beyond His Base,” PBS News, April 1, 2024, https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/
why-trumps-alarmist-message-on-immigration-may-be-resonating-beyond-his-base.

@ “HINHBGR” FE 0 g HE ARSI R R B AL EUA 5 B KTk XTI K AR
KA, IXAE IS B T ABR AR, (E R SRR H BR A2 A AN [ A 2R 2 2 S Pk ) B
RAMFTEYE T R B i U 1, IR A NRTEVET E

@ KIS, Wt T — BLAR I T-x 0 AR 32 S %, 18 3535 30 ik T {3 1 “monkey this
up” SRR, BARITNAIA “RMEBOR 7 BEBOR IR S BRI X T .

144



2020 # Ak £ A R R OB RKARE

IFERAE A RER” , © ERAR “AFETFIURACHER” . °

T3Ak, IR N R B IR e, B AR TR Y« a7 ARA
RARER R WAL NS BAGF « A7 RFE SER M T B 5 R E BT
BIRBOE “XH BN EE A RESMEAKL, 0% T7TRERIA . Y 3t
A58 N2 s BT A% RAR R % AN B S, xR et Rt T 2 i
PEAl, AT SRR iR o X R RE AU A BB A 2K
HATE AL H CRIEON . e “RmEEes” XA EEAL, AN
MINEEA BE A AR B35 3, T i 42 AR o R AR HE 5 7

=, #AREBRNE LR ERELEN TR

— T Fh R EOA BB A 7 FE . 1976—2008 4F, 5 iR A R IR
RERAEE AR BEML, M., EERFIRIE D EZDGANE EE
SCEE AR B i Bk R U 7 SR AL PR BOR , HEAT A R B . © TR Y
SERE NS P LS U R 3 SR AR E . 7 @ 21 b
K, FEBESE E ik BRI AL 0 FEE R LA 58 IR I BUE A
SR A B A H T B

(O Terry Spencer and Anthony Izaguirre, “We Want Education, Not Indoctrination, Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis’s Rejection of Black History Course Sets off a Firestorm,” Fortune, January 24,
2023, https://fortune.com/2023/01/23/florida-desantis-governor-black-studies-ap-college-board-
ban/.

@ “DeSantis: “Critical Race Theory Teaches Kids to Hate This Country’; Pushes Legislative
Proposal to Strengthen Enforcement Against It,” CBS News, January 10, 2022,
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/desantis-critical-race-theory-florida-legislative-session/.

® Adam Shaw, “Alabama Senate Candidate Katie Britt Releases Immigration Platform,
Pledging to Put American Workers First,” Fox News, March 29, 2022, https://www.foxnews.com/
politics/alabama-katie-britt-immigration-platform-pledging-american-workers-first.

@ Ted Budd, “Securing the Border,” United States Senate, https://www.budd.senate.gov/
priority-issues/securing-the-border/.

® Roger M. Smith et al., “Challenging History: Barack Obama & American Racial Politics,”
Daedalus, Vol. 140, No. 2, 2011, pp. 121-135.

® Philip Bump, “Ramaswamy Distills Republican Race Rhetoric to Its Essence,”
Washington Post, August 28, 2023, https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/08/28/
ramaswamy-race-2024election/.
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@ Religious Landscape Study, Pew Research Center, May 12, 2015, https://www.
pewresearch.org/religion/religious-landscape-study/frequency-of-reading-scripture/among/party-aff
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® Elmer T. Clark, The Small Sects in America, New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1949,
pp- 218-219.
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measures to fulfill narrative promises. This dynamic not only illuminates the
solidification of America’s confrontational posture toward China but also reveals
how narrative battles shape the trajectory of superpower rivalry.
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The Republican Party’s Immigration Policy Narrative Since 2020: A Study of
Policy Discourse Formation of a Polarized Party
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ABSTRACT: Since 2020, the Republican Party has increasingly embraced an
extreme narrative on immigration policy, a shift that has proven pivotal in
mobilizing its voter base. This trend not only underscores the escalating intensity
of partisan competition but also illuminates how polarized political parties
leverage policy narratives to forge ideological cohesion, galvanize support, and
mold public discourse. Defined by their emotive force and confrontational tenor,
these narratives employ targeted rhetorical strategies to sharpen partisan divides.
At their core lies an apocalyptic vision, casting immigration as a moral
battleground between good and evil, conjuring scenarios of existential crisis, and
deploying a modern iteration of “dog-whistle” rhetoric to craft a policy discourse
that is both emotionally charged and ideologically stark. This narrative’s rise owes
much to the rightward drift of white conservative voters, compounded by the
ambiguities of Democratic immigration policy and the Republican Party’s internal
ideological realignment. Beyond entrenching partisan rifts among voters, the
proliferation of this rhetoric has deepened societal fractures, steadily undermining
the prospects for political consensus. Amplified by the media, magnified across
social networks, and reinforced by political leaders, its reverberations threaten to
transcend the immigration debate, further entrenching the polarized contours of
America’s political landscape.
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