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historiography has undergone profound transformations. The question of ‘who owns the American
history” yields new answers and a new perspective of the American history that is characterised by
multiple ‘binary oppositions’ is gaining popularity. Many groups and institutions are devoted to self—
examination pertaining to oppressions discriminations and injustices which were committed by
themselves in the past and provide historical explanations for various contemporary social inequities.

Meanwhile the American historians are compelled to take sides. Undoubtedly the history of identity
groups has its academic values and practical significance but its long4erm impact on the American
historiography and social politics remains difficult to predict. The ‘identity turn’ in the American
history offers various insights for observing the relationship between historical research and political
realities and illuminates with valuable references to contemplate ‘what kind of the American history is

needed today’.

Wu Bin Transnational Interpretations and Their Limitations in the Study of the American
Immigration History

Transnational perspectives and methodologies have gained increasing importance in the study of
the American history and they particularly influenced the historiography of the American immigration.
Influenced by the globalisation the civil rights movement the multiculturalism the surge in the
contemporary transnational migrant networks and activities and the accelerated awakening of ethnic
self-awareness among immigrant groups  ‘transnationalism’ has emerged as a significant paradigm in
the American academia. The transnational interpretations of the American immigration history promoted
the study of cross-border connections which was previously overlooked challenging and revising the
entrenched scholarly narratives. Those approaches also fostered mutual learning and cross—reference
among historical studies of diverse ethnic groups emphasising intergroup linkages and distinctions
while rejecting ‘ethnocentrism * to promote interethnic understanding. However transnational
frameworks may also lead to the abuse of transnational interpretations and to a certain extent the
potential neglect of the role of nation-states in shaping the immigration history. In addition excessive
emphasis on transnational characteristics of migrants may inadvertently incur fears of receiving
countries’ people and their rejection of immigrants. In fact national sovereignty and transnational
connections were not a zero-sum game but a co—progressive relationship. Therefore the transnational
historiography must not marginalise the role of nation-state histories and the transnational interpretation
of the American immigration history cannot completely replace the previous investigation based on the

national level either.

Bi Jiankang Colonialism and Modernisation. The Re-Examination on the 1919 Revolution
of Egypt
In the process of resisting the French invasion and the British colonial rule the Egyptian

nationalism emerged and development of the Egyptian modernisation was tortuous. In December 1914



