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Study on Early Gold Mining Industry and International Migration
in Heilongjiang River Basin (1850—1920)

ZHAO Xin

(School of History and Culture,Jilin Normal University,Siping 136000, China)

Abstract: In the 1850s, the development of Heilongjiang River Basin brought industrialization in Northeast Asia due to its
abundant placer gold reserves that were easy to be mined manually. Taking the gold mining area as the origin, it has
thrived the centripetal immigrants composed of gold diggers from China, Russia, Japan,and North Korea. With the gold
mining area expanding from the source of Heilongjiang to the upper, middle, and lower reaches. these gold-seeking
immigrants formed into groups and flowed with Heilongjiang as the central axis. Therefore,a new type of international
immigrant society characterized by fixed industrial immigrant communities has been established, which surmounts multiple
barriers such as politics,race, language, and culture. It successfully introduced a diversified economic development model
with industry as the locomotive.
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