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Immigration and Roots—seeking: the Development of Ruan Family
in Ryukyu and Its Ancestral Roots with Fujian

LIU Dan

( Concord University College, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, Fujian 350108, China )

Abstract; In the fifth year of the Hongwu reign of the Ming Dynasty (1372), China established a suze-
rain—vassal relationship with Ryukyu. In order to ensure the smooth progress of the tributary activities
between the two countries, Emperor Taizu of the Ming Dynasty not only gave ships to Ryukyu, but also
successively dispatched Fujian helmsmen and boatmen, which was the origin of the " Thirty —six Clans
from Fujian". During the Wanli period of the Ming Dynasty, due to the decline of trade in the Kingdom of
Ryukyu, Kume Village became increasingly depressed. At the request of the Kingdom of Ryukyu, the
Court of the Ming Dynasty allowed the two surnames Ruan and Mao to resubscribe their nationality in Ryu-
kyu, among which Ruan Guo became the ancestor of the Ruan family. The Ruan family developed into
one of the most important families in Kume Village of Ryukyu and made important contributions to the pol-
itics, economy, culture and diplomacy of the Kingdom of Ryukyu. After the annexation of Ryukyu by
Japan, the Ruan family continued to develop, and established the association which was named Genji
Gakakai. Subsequently, the descendants of the Ruan family actively came to Fujian in the 1980s to seek
roots and ancestors, and continued the ancestral roots with Fujian.
Key words: Ryukyu; Ruan family; Fujian; the ancestral roots
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