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Abstract From anthropological perspectives and based on literature review 1 argue that
one of the major factors that contributed to a relative harmonious relationship between the New
Zealand government and the Maori is the Waitangi Treaty. The Waitangi Treaty which was
signed between the Crown( later passed to the New Zealand government) and Maori chiefs. The
Treaty resulted in a positive social contract that has been both supported by the Europeans and
the Maori which further leads to the current biculturalism. Generally treaties signed under
colonial rules are considered imposed and are often abandoned after independence. However in
New Zealand the Waitangi Treaty has continued to serve its role and become the unwritten
national constitution. Based on Maori’ s perspectives this article investigates why the Waitangi
Treaty is deserved to be kept and what new roles it plays in navigating the inter-ethnic

relationships in contemporary New Zealand society.
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