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A Logical Dialectics and Methodological Reflection of Research Method
on Overseas Chinese Social Groupings

Shihlun Allen Chen
(School of International Relations Sun Yat—sen University Zhuhai 528478 Guangdong)

Abstract: Based on the existing research on overseas Chinese social groupings this article attempts to establish a new

research paradigm on overseas Chinese social groupings the basic collective units that constituted the ethnic community that

embedded in the ethnic hierarchy of their resided country. These minority ethnic organizations generally have a high degree

of transnational organization network common identity performances and collective social class recognitions. The question

asked here is how such internal social structure has been formed at the first place and how such social groupings have clus—

tered changed and developed transnationally over time and under various political and economic circumstances. This arti—

cle proposes a new hybrid research method of dynamic social network analysis and static community organization

membership system management. Through the innovation of this hybrid research method researchers could use it to apply

on various cases to investigate the nature and the paradigm of overseas Chinese social segmentation and internal structure

development without preconceived and post—positioned knowledge in the existing research on overseas Chinese ethnic organ—

izations.

Key words: Overseas Chinese social grouping transnationalism ethnographical method
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