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Memory as a Medium: Collective Memory in Multi—ethnic migrant Villages on
the Southern Yunnan Border from the Perspective of Forging the Sense of

Community for the Chinese Nation
XIAO Jiayi

(Yunnan Institute of Ethnic Studies, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: Collective memory serves as an ideological resource for people of all ethnic groups to forge the sense of community
for the Chinese Nation. Ethnic groups living in the southwest border areas have jointly shaped the collective memory of the Chinese
Nation through long—term practices of interaction, exchange, and integration. Taking Jiaochang Village in southern Yunnan as an ex-
ample, the memory of village establishment during the collectivization era among its multi—ethnic residents reflects the shared life ex-
perience of all ethnic groups in weal and woe, laying the narrative foundation for the community of the Chinese nation; the memory
of safeguarding the motherland during the resistance against foreign aggression carries forward the patriotic spirit of all ethnic groups
standing together through life and death, strengthening the shared destiny bond of the Chinese nation community; the memory of en-
riching the people through production cooperation demonstrates the cognitive concept of all ethnic groups working in harmony for
common prosperity, consolidating the value identity of the Chinese nation community. It can be seen that collective memory inte-
grates the shared life practices and spiritual pursuits of all ethnic groups in the villages of the southwest border areas, enhances the
national identity of people of all ethnic groups, and forges the sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Key words: collective memory; forge the sense of community for the Chinese nation; multi—ethnic villages; southwest border
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