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M arkets Imm igrantsand the Rooting of Religion:

An Ethnographical Study on Islam nY iWu City
MA Qiang
(ShanXi Nomal University, Northwest Ethnology Center, X i'an Shanxi, 710062)

Abstract: At the end of 20th century, M uslims both come from inland China and foreign countriesmigrated ©
YiWu city, and they are engaged in business, restaurants, making textile fabrics and nursery schools They have
st up more than 10 tanporary places for religious activities and 40 Halal food restaurants For the sake of keeping
their belief, they diffuse Islamic culture by means of prayer on Friday in the bigMosque, daily activities in gnall
praying places, assanbly of fanilies studying in the weekends, visiting each other in Ranadan, traveling and re-
laxation, modem communicating tools, internet and publications The characteristics of Islan in YiW u have com-
plex ethnical backgrounds and unitary of religious denominations, and there is sldom of cultural discrimination and
sgregation betveenM uslims and nonM usiims The constructionsof temporary religious communities are influenced
by synthetic factors egecially the extending of markets and urban geogrgphy. The rootingway of Islan is till con-
frontingwith the trial of cultural adgptation in the nev survival conditions
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